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 Lesson 42
 

Inversions after Negative Adverbials

 

There are some words and phrases that function as adverbials that sometimes need an 
inversion. Look at the following two sentences. 

Martin rarely speaks about himself. 
Rarely does Martin speak about himself. 

The adverb here is "rarely". If it comes after the subject, there is no inversion as in the first 
sentence, but if it comes before the subject, we need an inversion. The word order is 
inverted and in the case of the sentence about Martin we use the auxilliary verb "does" in 
the same way we do in questions. 

The sentence with the inversion sounds more formal or more literary, and sentences like 
this are less common in ordinary conversation. 

Seldom does Jose get invited to parties. 
Never had we eaten such delicious food. 
Not only is Mary a great athlete but she is also an amazing mathematician. 
Not until she took up rock climbing did she overcome her fear of heights. 

The following describes an event that happened immediately after another. Note that 
the past perfect tense is used to describe the event that happened first. 

Hardly had Ronnie stepped outside when it started to rain. 

The following sentences with "only" include inversions. Note that it is not always the first 
verb that is inverted. 

Only after he arrived at the airport did he look for his passport. 
Only after understanding the symptoms does the doctor make a diagnosis. 

Note that there is no inversion when "only" is used in the following way. 
Only Fiona knew the answer to the question. 
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Use of Question Form: 
In this case, the question form (auxiliary + subject + main verb) takes the place of the 
standard positive sentence structure 

Examples: 
 
Not only do I enjoy baseball, but I also have a season ticket to the New York Yankees. 

In this case, the question form is substituted for standard sentence structure in a statement. 
Generally, an inversion is used to stress the uniqueness of an event and begins with a 
negative. 

Never have I been more insulted! 
Seldom has he seen anything stranger. 

These time expressions are used when there are a succession of events in the past.  

Scarcely had Sofia got out of bed when the doorbell rang. 
No sooner had Frank finished dinner, when his wife walked in the door. 

'Little' is also used in a negative sense. 

Little did he understand the situation. 
Little do I know about biology. 

'So + adjective ... that' combines with the verb 'to be'. 

So strange was the situation that I couldn't sleep. 
So di�cult is the test that students need three months to prepare. 

'Such' 

Such is the moment that all greats traverse. 
Such is the stu� of dreams. 


